
America Media empowers you to lead the conversation 
with a smart, Catholic take on faith and culture. We are 
the leading provider of news and analysis for thinking 
Catholics and those who want to know what Catholics 
think. It’s where you want it, when you want it: digital, 
social, video, audio, and in our flagship magazine, 
published since 1909. 

With a highly influential and globally renowned editorial 
team, we are committed to producing content that 
is excellent, unique, relevant and accessible across 
multiple platforms—print, digital, social, video, audio 
and events. Our contributors are the principal figures 
in the American church; the decision makers and 
opinion leaders who lead the ecclesial and civil debate 
about religion, society, politics and the arts. Those 
with something to say to the American church say it 
in America: popes and presidents, Nobel laureates, 
Pulitzer Prize winners, world-renowned scholars, and 
distinguished men and women of letters. 

America Media’s audience is a community of decision 
makers and opinion leaders in the contemporary 
American church: men and women, clerical and lay, who 
lead the conversation about faith and culture in their 
respective fields and locales. 

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
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OVERVIEW

The mission of the Joseph A. O’Hare, S.J., Postgraduate Media 
Fellowship is to support the next generation of writers for the 
Catholic media and other forms of professional journalism–
print, video and audio. The fellowship offers three recent 
graduates of colleges or universities in the United States or 
Canada the opportunity to develop their literary skills and 
professional relationships while living and working in the 
capital of global communications, New York City. 

O’Hare fellows spend 11 months working at the offices 
of America Media, where they will generate content for 
America’s multiple platforms: print, web, digital, social 
media and events. O’Hare fellows enjoy a rich personal and 
professional experience through ongoing mentoring and other 
opportunities. Fellows meet regularly with America’s editorial 
staff, including James Martin, S.J., editor at large of America 
and a New York Times best-selling author, in order to cultivate 
their skills and professional networks. At the conclusion of 
the program, O’Hare fellows are uniquely suited to pursue 
successful careers in the Catholic media or other forms of 
professional journalism. 

O’Hare fellows receive housing at Fordham University’s 
Lincoln Center Campus, health care coverage and a monthly 
stipend for living expenses during the 11 months of the program.

The Joseph A. O’Hare, S.J., Postgraduate 
Media Fellowship is made possible through the 
generosity of William J. Loschert, Fordham 
University’s Gabelli School of Business, Class of 
1961, and a former member of America Media’s 
board of directors.

Photo Caption: The 2021-22 O’Hare Fellows: Sarah Vincent 
(Loyola University Chicago), Douglas Girardot (Boston College) 
and Keara Hanlon (Boston College).
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Jesuit Legacy Society A Transformative Gift… William Loschert wants to make a difference.   He joined the Jesuit Legacy Society with  a transformative $1 million estate gift.

h For more information contact Dan Pawlus at 212-515-0118 or pawlus@americamagazine.org

“The grateful acknowledgement of blessings and gifts received  
is loved and esteemed not only on earth but in heaven.” — Ignatius of Loyola

Please note when writing your Will, our legal title and address are: America Press, Inc. 106 W. 56th Street, New York, NY 10019-3803 • (212) 581-4640

“ I believe in the vision and 
future of America Media as an important voice to lead the conversation about faith and culture and serve as a bridge between the church and the world for years to come.” POSTGRADUATE  MEDIA FELLOWSHIP

A Program of America Media



ELIGIBILITY

Applicants must be graduating seniors from an 
accredited, North American College or University within 
the geographical confines of the United States or Canada 

Applicants must have a cumulative undergraduate grade 
point average of at least 3.0 or the equivalent.

Applicants must be citizens or permanent residents of the 
United States or Canada.

Applicants should be familiar with the Roman Catholic 
tradition and have some appreciation for the role of the 
Catholic media in the United States and Canada. 

Applicants must be willing to make an 11-month 
commitment to the program.

TIMELINE

2021
September 1   Applications open
November 30  Priority deadline
December    Online interviews with finalists
  
2022
January 1  Final application deadline
February  Fellows announced
August 15   Fellows move in to Fordham University 
  at Lincoln Center

2023
June 30  Fellowship concludes

APPLICATION DETAILS

Applications for the O’Hare Fellowships will be 
accepted between September 1 and January 1. There is 
no application fee. Applications should be submitted 
through our webpage at www.oharefellows.org. 
All questions and inquiries should be directed to 
fellowships@americamedia.org. All applications 
should include the following: 

A letter of introduction and a résumé. 

Four content samples. Samples can include newspaper 
and magazine clips, academic papers, blog posts, film 
pieces, podcasts and unpublished pieces. At least 
two content samples should be written samples not 
exceeding 1,500 words each. 

An unofficial academic transcript issued by the 
applicant’s undergraduate institution. 

Two letters of recommendation, one of which must be 
from a faculty member or a professional journalist who 
is familiar with the applicant’s media talents. 

A description of three story ideas for America: 1) a 
reported feature or essay; 2) an article on an important 
debate from the world of politics, policy or ideas; 3) a 
multimedia story. The description of each of these ideas 
should not be longer than one paragraph. 

ABOUT JOSEPH A. O’HARE, S.J.

The O’Hare Fellowship is a program of America Media, co-
sponsored by Fordham University. The fellowship is named 
in honor of Joseph A. O’Hare, S.J., who was editor in chief 
of America (1975-84) and president of Fordham University 
(1984-2003). 

Born in the Bronx in 1931, Joseph A. O’Hare attended Regis 
High School in New York City prior to entering the Society 
of Jesus in 1949. He trained for the priesthood primarily 
while stationed at Ateneo de Manila University, where he 
was ordained in 1961. 

He returned to the Ateneo and served as a professor there 
from 1967 to 1972, earning a doctorate from Fordham 
University in 1968. In 1972, Father O’Hare was named 
associate editor of America and assumed the role of 
editor in chief in 1975. Father O’Hare served at America 
until 1984, when he was appointed the 32nd president of 
Fordham University. 

While president of Fordham, Father O’Hare served on a 
number of civic boards, including Edward I. Koch’s Mayor’s 
Committee on Appointments, and was the first chairman 
of the city’s Campaign Finance Board, a role he filled from 
1988 to 2003. 

After serving 19 years as president of Fordham, the longest 
tenure in the institution’s history, Joseph A. O’Hare, S.J., 
retired in 2003 and became once again an associate editor 
of America. After his retirement from Fordham and in 
addition to his work at America, Father O’Hare also served 
one year as president of his alma mater, Regis High School. 
Father O’Hare passed away in March, 2020 at the age of 89.

Photo Caption: Joseph A. O’Hare, S.J., tenth editor in chief of 
America and 32nd president of Fordham University, has had a storied 
career as a priest, community leader and global voice for good. 


